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Queries on landings and sales?
Contact the MMO:

Grimsby
(01472) 355 112
grimsby@marinemanagement.org.uk

North Shields
(0191) 257 4520/257 0159
northshields@marinemanagement.org.uk

Preston
(01772) 867 280
preston@marinemanagement.org.uk

Scarborough
(01723) 580 040 
scarborough@marinemanagement.org.uk 

Whitehaven
(01946) 591 287
whitehaven@marinemanagement.org.uk

Queries on identification?
Contact the Shark Trust:
Monday – Friday 0900-1700
(01752) 672 020 
enquiries@sharktrust.org
www.sharktrust.org/northernengland

Skate and Ray bylaws exist
Applicable from Haverigg Point in Cumbria 
to the Scottish border (NOT to the southern 
part of the NW-IFCA District).

No person shall take from a fishery:
■	Any skate or ray that measures less 

than 45cm between the extreme tips of 
the wings; OR

■	Any wing which measures less than 
22cm in its maximum dimensions and 
which is detached from the body of the 
skate or ray.

Shark bylaws exist
■	No person shall remove from any fishery 

Tope Galeorhinus galeus or part(s) 
thereof which are detached from the 
body.

■	Any Tope caught shall be returned 
immediately to the sea in a position as 
near as possible to where it was taken.
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TopeGAG195cm

LOOK-ALIKE SHARKS
SmoothhoundSDS140cm

SpurdogDGS124cm

no dorsal spinessecond dorsal fin much larger than anal fin

second dorsal fin same size as anal fin 
and directly above anal fin

large distinctive spines

no anal fin

nasal furrows 
DO NOT 
reach mouth

nasal furrows 
reach the mouth

Bullhuss/Nursehound Lesser Spotted Dogfish

SYC
80cm

SYT
162cm

no dorsal spines

LOOK-ALIKE RAYS
Spotted Ray Blonde Ray 

RJH
120cm

RJM
80cm

spots extend to 
very edge of wing

dark spots  
DO NOT extend 
to edge of wing

Thornback Ray – Roker RJC130cm

distinctive 
dark/light 
banding 
on tail

spines present over 
entire surface

considerable variation 
in colour, pattern  
and thorniness

SKATE AND RAY RECORDING
These species must be recorded separately when caught in the ICES areas listed:

Small-eyed Ray RJE

Blonde Ray RJH Cuckoo Ray RJNSpotted Ray RJM

Thornback Ray RJC

All estimated discards >50kg live-weight (any species) must be logged.
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DGS
124cm

Key for Look-alike 
sharks and rays

FAO code

Maximum total 
length (cm)

Restrictions 
apply (zero-TAC, 
Prohibited 
Species, etc.)

Restrictions do 
not currently 
apply 
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