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Introduction

Approximately 44% of Chondrichthyans are oviparous, with their eggcases often being distinctive enough to identify down to species level. Running
since 2003, The Great Eggcase Hunt (GEH) has received reports of over 440,000 eggcases from around the world. With 87% of these eggcases being
verified by a photo, expert ID or a specimen, this dataset provides a useful tool to help us better understand eggcase morphology, species diversity and
range, and possible key areas of use.

This project continues to grow and spread both in the UK and internationally, with project partners and sister projects across Europe, South Africa and
Australia, with records regularly coming from the USA. Identification materials have also been developed for several regions and languages, with more
In development.
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GEH projects are:
GEH the Netherlands with the Dutch Shark Society - 2015
GEH Portugal with APECE - 2018
GEH Australia with CSIRO - 2023
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R - Datafromthe GEHhasledtoanimprovedunderstanding of eggcase morphology
L s (Gordon et al. 2016).

- Data from the GEH has also been used to help identify possible spawning

i e grounds (Ellis et al. in prep.). Understanding where species of commercial
00,000 interest - or those of conservation concern - spawn, could be used to inform
7 50,000 conservation action, such as: providing evidence to support the creation of
I, 2000 Marine Protected Areas, or informing proposals for candidate Important Shark
e 50 and Ray Areas.
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number of eggeases reported, -+ This dataset also provides a valuable insight into the growth and spread of a
global citizen science project over a 20 year timeframe.
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