
































In-Field Data Collection Techniques

During expeditions, our team conducted systematic visual surveys from both the vessel's
roof (to spot whale sharks and megafauna) and in the water during snorkel-based
observations. Standardised protocols were followed across all sites to ensure
consistency, and survey effort was entered daily into our database and cross-checked for
quality and consistency.

For each whale shark encounter, we aimed to record:

» Photo-ID images (left-side spot patterns near the gills),

e Behavioural observations (cruising, feeding, evasive, inquisitive, interaction),
« Environmental data (visibility, depth, sea state),

 Injury documentation, where applicable,

o Estimated size and sex (where possible),

e GPS location and encounter time.

Drone data collection

The nature of much of MWSRP drone data collection is opportunistic. In previous years,
all of the drone data was collected during the South Ari expeditions on board the survey
dhoni, with collection happening on an ad-hoc basis. This is a secondary priority after a
team member enters the water to get the photo ID data. It is also taken into consideration
whether the shark is likely to stay for long enough at the surface to justify drone data
collection.

Throughout 2024, we took a DJI Mini 2 model on our South Ari expedition surveys, but
sighting data in South Ari during 2024 was particularly sparse from late April to July;
therefore, we did not have a great deal of drone data collection during this time. The
research residency period at the beginning of the year in Raddisson Blu Resort allowed
for more consistent drone data collection, with three aerial surveys on average per day
when weather permitted.

Plankton Ecotoxicology data collection

This study was launched in September 2024, and the nature of plankton collection for
this study is opportunistic. Plankton is collected with a plankton net as and when a whale
shark is sighted feeding in the area. The net is lowered to a depth of 10 metres, and on
average, 10 - 15 pulls are made with the net to achieve a sample with sufficient biomass
for analysing for contaminants.
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Our appreciation also goes to SC Capital for supporting MWSRP’'s work. We thank
Radisson Blu, especially for supporting the drone survey effort early in the year and for
your ongoing support. Thanks to Constance Moofushi, LUX* South Ari Atoll Resort and
Nova Resort for the diverse collaborations over the past year. A heartfelt thank you to
Scuba Spa Maldives for inviting us to join two of their dive trips during the reporting
period and for their longstanding partnership that has enabled us to share our expertise.
We also extend our thanks to the Carpe Diem Dive Centre team and The Standard
Maldives for inviting us to deliver sessions to their team and guests.

An exciting new partnership is also commencing with RIU, and we look forward to their
support and the progress we will achieve together.

We are proud to work alongside fellow conservation organizations including the
Maldives Manta Conservation Programme, Olive Ridley Project, IUCN, Miyaru, Save The
Beach Maldives, and Maldives Resilient Reefs - Blue Marine Foundation - and Maldives
Ocean Alliance. Your shared vision and collaboration are essential to turning
conservation goals into reality.

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to the marine scientists and excursion guides
operating across the Maldives—in resorts, guesthouses, dive centres, and liveaboards—
whose consistent support continues to drive our mission forward. Your submissions to
the Big Fish Network are invaluable in helping research and protect this keystone
species.

We would also like to acknowledge Pieter Brouwer for your voluntary support on whale
shark IDs, as well as your much-appreciated donations to MWSRP. Thank you also to Ali
Ibrahim, the Natucate team, Animondial, Viluxur and OV Traveller Club, Oevaali Art Shop,
Thakethi, MoveMaldives, Shark Trust, In Shark We Trust, Apex Ocean Divers, Buona Vita
UK, Parrotfish, and Indy Escapes.

We warmly thank the MWSRP expeditioners and interns (Master's and BSc students),
visiting teachers, and school students who contribute their time and knowledge to us on
the ground.

Lastly, we extend our sincere gratitude to our dedicated staff and the extended “family”

branch of the programme, whose tireless efforts have ensured its continued success.
You know who you are, and your support is deeply appreciated.
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