
Anterior nasal 
flaps extend over 
internasal space

Guitarfish ID Guide

In the Mediterranean there are two species - the 
Blackchin [Giant] Guitarfish and Common Guitarfish. 
Due to fishing pressure both are now globally 
Critically Endangered, with severely depleted 
populations. 

The two species are prohibited from targeting and 
retention in the Mediterranean1 and listed on 
Appendix II of CITES2. 

Blackchin Guitarfish
Glaucostegus cemiculus

Common Guitarfish
Rhinobatos rhinobatos

Distribution Map

Shark Trust is collaborating with 
researchers across North Africa, the 
Eastern Mediterranean, and beyond, 
to advance Guitarfish conservation. 

Want to get involved? 
Scan the QR Code to 

find out more

www.sharktrust.org If you encounter Guitarfishes, and/or their 
meat, and would like to get involved in our 
Guitarfish conservation work, please scan 
the QR code to find out more.

Supported by Save our Seas Foundation 
and Dashlight Foundation

Cranium and rostral cartilage 
not sharply demarcated at 
their edges with the snout

Cranium and rostral cartilage 
sharply demarcated from a 
paler transluscent snout

Max length: 265 cm 

Max length: 111 cm 

Rostral ridges narrowly 
separated posteriorly and 
almost joined anteriorly.

Rostral ridges widely 
separated throughout 
their length

Retention, landing, transhipment, 
storage, display, and sale 
PROHIBITED in the Mediterranean1

Retention, landing, transhipment, 
storage, display, and sale 
PROHIBITED in the Mediterranean1

Uniform beige to light 
brown colouration on 
dorsal side

Greenish brown to reddish 
brown colouration on 
dorsal side

1 G
en

er
al

 F
is

he
rie

s 
Co

m
m

is
si

on
 fo

r t
he

 M
ed

ite
rr

an
ea

n 
(G

FC
M

). 
G

FC
M

/4
2/

20
18

/2
 (m

od
ify

in
g 

G
FC

M
/3

6/
20

12
/3

)
2 C

IT
ES

 - 
Co

nv
en

tio
n 

on
 th

e 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l T

ra
de

 o
f 

En
da

ng
er

ed
 S

pe
ci

es

Anterior nasal flaps 
confined to anterior 
margin of nostril

Ventrally, 
blackish blotch 
on tip of snout in 
young, may fade 
in adults

© Shark Trust

Illustrations ©Marc Dando



Guitarfish Meat ID Guide
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www.sharktrust.org

Head Trunk Tail

If you encounter Guitarfishes, and/or their 
meat, and would like to get involved in our 
Guitarfish conservation work, please scan 
the QR code to find out more.

Below: Pectoral fins as prepared for sale at market

Above: Cross section of tail meat as 
prepared for sale at market

Below: Tail meat and cross 
section as prepared for sale at 
market

This document is intended as an aid to identifying Guitarfish meat as prepared for sale at market. 

Left: Full body with dorsal fins 
removed as prepared for sale 
at market
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Supported by Save our Seas Foundation 
and Dashlight Foundation

The two species are prohibited from targeting and 
retention in the Mediterranean1 and listed on 
Appendix II of CITES2. 
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In the Mediterranean there are two species - the 
Blackchin [Giant] Guitarfish and Common Guitarfish. 
Due to fishing pressure both are now globally 
Critically Endangered, with severely depleted 
populations. 


