
Australia
 Crested Hornshark (Heterodontus galeatus)
 Elephantfish (Callorhinchus milii)
 Necklace Carpetshark (Parascyllium variolatum)
 Port Jackson Shark (Heterodontus portusjacksoni)
 Australian Swellshark (Cephaloscyllium laticeps)
 Banded Catshark (Atelomycterus fasciatus)
 Black Spotted Catshark (Aulohalaelurus labiosus)
 Collared Carpetshark (Parascyllium collare)
 Eastern Banded Catshark (Atelomycterus marnkalha)
 Epaulette Shark (Hemiscyllium ocellatum)
 Grey Spotted Catshark (Asymbolus analis)
 Gulf Catshark (Asymbolus vincenti)
 Longnose Skate (Dentiraja confusa)
 Maugean Skate (Zearaja maugeana)
 Melbourne Skate (Spiniraja whitleyi)
 Narrownose Chimaera (Harriotta raleighana)
 Orange Spotted Catshark (Asymbolus rubiginosus)
 Pale Spotted Catshark (Asymbolus pallidus)
 Peacock Skate (Pavoraja nitida)
 Pygmy Thornback Skate (Dentiraja flindersi)
 Sydney Skate (Dentiraja australis)
 Thornback Skate (Dentiraja lemprieri)
 Variegated Catshark (Asymbolus submaculatus)
 Australian Marbled Catshark (Atelomycterus macleayi)
 Grey Carpetshark (Chiloscyllium punctatum)
 Speckled Carpetshark (Hemiscyllium trispeculare)
 Varied Carpetshark (Parascyllium variolatum)
 Zebra Shark (Stegostoma tigrinum)

Angola
 Bigthorn Skate (Rajella barnardi)
 x3 Unknown species

Belgium
 Blonde Ray (Raja brachyura)
 Nursehound (Scyliorhinus stellaris)
 Small-eyed Ray (Raja microocellata)
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)

Brazil
 [Potential] Rio Skate (Rioraja agassizi)

Canada
 Big Skate (Beringraja binoculata)
 Little Skate (Leucoraja erinacea)
 Longnose Skate (Beringraja rhina)
 Winter Skate (Leucoraja ocellata)

Cape Verde
 [Potential] Nurse Shark (Ginglymostoma cirratum)

Croatia
 Starry Ray (Raja asterias)

Denmark
 Flapper Skate (Dipturus intermedius)
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Starry Skate (Amblyraja radiata)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)

Ecuador
 Rasptail Skate (Rostroraja velezi)
 Equatorial Skate (Rostroraja equatorialis)

France
 Blackmouth Catshark (Galeus melastomus)
 Blonde Ray (Raja brachyura)
 Blue Skate (Dipturus batis)
 Cuckoo Ray (Leucoraja naevus)
 Nursehound (Scyliorhinus stellaris)
 Small-eyed Ray (Raja microocellata)
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)
 Undulate Ray (Raja undulata)

Galapagos (Ecuador)
 Galãpagos Bullhead Shark (Heterodontus quoyi)

Germany
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Starry Skate (Amblyraja radiata)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)

Gibraltar
 White Skate (Rostroraja alba)

Greece
 Blackmouth Catshark (Galeus melastomus)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)

Israel
 Blackmouth Catshark (Galeus melastomus)
 Brown Skate (Raja miraletus)
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)

Italy
 Starry Ray (Raja asterias)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)
 Undulate Ray (Raja undulata)
 White Skate (Rostroraja alba)

Libya
 White Skate (Rostroraja alba)

Malta
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Starry Ray (Raja asterias)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)

Morocco
 Small-eyed Ray (Raja microocellata)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Undulate Ray (Raja undulata)

New Zealand
 Carpet Shark (Cephaloscyllium isabellum)
 Elephantfish (Callorhinchus milii)

Norway
 Starry Skate (Amblyraja radiata)
 Arctic Skate (Amblyraja hyperborea)
 Round Skate (Rajella fyllae)

Oman
 Narrownose Chimaera (Harriotta raleighana)
 Zebra Shark (Stegostoma tigrinum)

Peru
 Shorttail Fanskate (Sympterygia brevicaudata)

Philippines
 Unknown species

Portugal
 Blackmouth Catshark (Galeus melastomus)
 Blonde Ray (Raja brachyura)
 Cuckoo Ray (Leucoraja naevus)
 Nursehound (Scyliorhinus stellaris)
 Small-eyed Ray (Raja microocellata)
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)
 Undulate Ray (Raja undulata)

South Africa
 Brown Skate (Raja miraletus)
 Dark Shyshark (Haploblepharus pictus)
 Pyjama Shark (Poroderma africanum)
 Roughnose Legskate (Cruriraja parcomaculata)
 St. Joseph Shark (Callorhinchus capensis)
 White Skate (Rostroraja alba)
 Roughnose Legskate (Cruriraja hulleyi)

Spain
 Blonde Ray (Raja brachyura)
 Nursehound (Scyliorhinus stellaris)
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)
 Undulate Ray (Raja undulata)
 White Skate (Rostroraja alba)

Thailand
 Bamboo Shark (Chiloscyllium spp.)

United Kingdom
 Blackmouth Catshark (Galeus melastomus)
 Blonde Ray (Raja brachyura)
 Blue Skate (Dipturus batis)
 Cuckoo Ray (Leucoraja naevus)
 Deep-water Skate (Bathyraja richardsoni)
 Flapper Skate (Dipturus intermedius)
 Nursehound (Scyliorhinus stellaris)
 Rabbitfish (Chimaera monstrosa)
 Shagreen Ray (Leucoraja fullonica)
 Small-eyed Ray (Raja microocellata)
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Starry Skate (Amblyraja radiata)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)
 Undulate Ray (Raja undulata)
 White Skate (Rostroraja alba)

United States
 Big Skate (Beringraja binoculata)
 California Hornshark (Heterodontus francisci)
 California Skate (Beringraja inornata)
 Chain Catshark (Scyliorhinus retifer)
 Clearnose Skate (Rostroraja eglanteria)
 Cuckoo Ray (Leucoraja naevus)
 Little Skate (Leucoraja erinacea)
 Longnose Skate (Beringraja rhina)
 Roundel Skate (Rostroraja texana)
 Starry Skate (Amblyraja radiata)
 Swell Shark (Cephaloscyllium ventriosum)
 Winter Skate (Leucoraja ocellata)

Netherlands
 Blonde Ray (Raja brachyura)
 Cuckoo Ray (Leucoraja naevus)
 Nursehound (Scyliorhinus stellaris)
 Small-eyed Ray (Raja microocellata)
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Starry Skate (Amblyraja radiata)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)
 Undulate Ray (Raja undulata)

Ireland
 Blackmouth Catshark (Galeus melastomus)
 Blonde Ray (Raja brachyura)
 Cuckoo Ray (Leucoraja naevus)
 Flapper Skate (Dipturus intermedius)
 Nursehound (Scyliorhinus stellaris)
 Small-eyed Ray (Raja microocellata)
 Smallspotted Catshark (Scyliorhinus canicula)
 Spotted Ray (Raja montagui)
 Thornback Ray (Raja clavata)
 Undulate Ray (Raja undulata)
 White Skate (Rostroraja alba)

Chile
 Dusky Catshark (Bythaelurus canescens)
 Filetail Fanskate (Sympterygia lima)
 Shorttail Fanskate (Sympterygia brevicaudata)

The Shark Trust’s Great Eggcase Hunt is a citizen 
and community science recording project which 
encourages members of the public to search for 
and submit eggcases of oviparous Chondrichthyans. 
By recording spent eggcases that wash ashore, or 
those seen developing in-situ, we can get a better 
understanding of the presence and diversity of 
oviparous species in different regions. The project 
was established in the UK in 2003, but has since 
spread throughout Europe and, increasingly, the 
rest of the world, with eggcases now submitted 
from over 30 countries! 

To date, the Great Eggcase Hunt database has 
records of ~350,000 eggcases from 46 species. 
In addition, the Shark Trust has received images 
and specimens sent by colleagues from fish 
markets, surveys, museums, and aquariums, as 
well as those from interested members of the 
public around the world.

A host of identification materials are available, 
covering a variety of regions and languages, 
to assist those who require help with eggcase 
identification, and these resources continue 
to evolve.

This map displays the data gathered by the 
Shark Trust to date, featuring: 

• Species recorded, country, and whether 
submitted to the:

 Great Eggcase Hunt (including records 
of beach finds, in-situ observations, and 
survey data);

 specimens from museum collections 
and aquariums;

 other photos and specimens sent to the 
Shark Trust (NB: this map doesn’t yet feature 
eggcases from published literature).

• Project partners and regions where Great 
Eggcase Hunt identification materials have been 
developed (countries in yellow). 

In addition, this map features sister projects that 
have been established by Marine Dimensions in 
Ireland and Association Pour l’Etude et la 
Conservation des Sélaciens (APECS) in France 
(NB: this map does not incorporate their records).

Get involved! 

We’d love to expand our eggcase collection 
– if you have images or specimens from other 
species around the world then we’d love to 
hear from you! 

Submit your eggcase finds at 
www.sharktrust.org/recordyoureggcase 
or contact us at eggcase@sharktrust.org.

©OpenDataSoft | public.opendatasoft.com/explore/dataset/world-administrative-boundaries

Other species
Other species we have photos for
(but no country attributed) include:

 Longnosed Skate (Dipturus oxyrinchus)
 Norwegian Skate (Dipturus nidarosiensis)
 Rough Skate (Raja radula)
 Speckled Skate (Raja polystigma)
 Spotted Ratfish (Hydrolagus colliei)eggcase.org
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Thornback Ray
Raja clavata
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Small-Eyed Ray
Raja microocellata

Spotted Ray
Raja montagui

Cuckoo Ray
Leucoraja naevus

Starry Skate
Amblyraja radiata

Undulate Ray
Raja undulata Blonde Ray

Raja brachyura

Blue Skate
Dipturus batis 

Flapper Skate
Dipturus intermedius

White Skate
Rostroraja alba

Nursehound
Scyliorhinus stellaris

Smallspotted   
Catshark

Scyliorhinus caniculaBlackmouth  
Catshark

Galeus melastomus

SHARK EGGCASES SKATE EGGCASES

  Check tide times.
  Tell someone where you’re going.

  Use a stick when rummaging in seaweed 
to avoid nasty surprises.

  Take care near the base of cliffs.

     If you find an 
eggcase with a live 
animal inside, put it 
back in the sea. 
Carefully try to 
anchor it down so it 
doesn’t wash ashore 
again.

     Respect wildlife 
and don’t take  
live animals home 
with you.

     While looking in  
the strandline, why 
not do a spot of  
beach cleaning?

Soak your eggcase for 

24 hours  
to make it easier to ID

Bucket

Stick to rummage

Camera

Ruler/Coin (for scale)

Eggcase ID Guide
EXPAND

x2

TOOL KIT

watch them

RARE  
FIND

RARE  
FIND

RARE  
FIND

* Some of the skate below are confusingly called rays. But true rays give birth to live young and don’t lay eggs.
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OVOS DE TUBARÃO E RAIA

RAIA PONTUADA
Raja brachyura

Comprimento da cápsula: 10-12cm

PATA-ROXA
Scyliorhinus canicula

Comprimento da cápsula: 5-7 cm

LEITÃO
Galeus melastomus

Comprimento da cápsula: 4.5-6.5 cm
PATA-ROXA-GATA

Scyliorhinus stellaris

Comprimento da cápsula: 8-10 cm

TUBARÕES

PORTUGAL
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RAIA MANCHADA
Raja montagui

Comprimento da cápsula: 5-6 cm

RAIAS

RAIA CURVA
Raja undulata

Comprimento da cápsula: 7-8 cm

RAIA ZIMBREIRA
Raja microocellata

Comprimento da cápsula: 7-8 cm

RAIA LENGA
Raja clavata

Comprimento da cápsula: 6-7 cm

RAIA SÃO PEDRO
Leucoraja naevus

Comprimento da cápsula: 5-6 cm
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www.apece.pt

Registe o seu ovo aqui!

SHARK, SKATE & RAY EGGCASES

FLAPPER SKATE
Dipturus intermedius

Capsule length: 15-20 cm

Previously known as 
Common Skate.

WHITE SKATE
Rostroraja alba

Capsule length: 13-15 cm

BLUE SKATE
Dipturus batis

Capsule length: 13-15 cm

BLONDE RAY
Raja brachyura

Capsule length: 10-12cm

STARRY SKATE
Amblyraja radiata

Capsule length: 
3.5-4.5 cm

SMALLSPOTTED CATSHARK
Scyliorhinus canicula

Capsule length: 5-7 cm

BLACKMOUTH CATSHARK
Galeus melastomus

Capsule length: 4.5-6.5 cm
NURSEHOUND

Scyliorhinus stellaris

Capsule length: 8-10 cm

CATSHARKS
ALSO KNOWN AS DOGFISH - HOWEVER TRUE 
DOGFISH GIVE BIRTH TO LIVE YOUNG.

NW EUROPE

5-
6

 c
m

C
ap

su
le

 le
n

g
th

s 
ar

e
 f

o
r 

so
ak

e
d

 
e

g
g

ca
se

s 
an

d
 e

xc
lu

d
e

 h
o

rn
s.

SPOTTED RAY
Raja montagui

Capsule length: 5-6 cm

SKATE/RAYS

UNDULATE RAY
Raja undulata

Capsule length: 7-8 cm

SMALL-EYED RAY
Raja microocellata

Capsule length: 7-8 cm

THORNBACK RAY
Raja clavata

Capsule length: 6-7 cm

DESPITE TRULY BEING SKATE, MANY SPECIES ARE 
REFERRED TO AS RAYS IN THEIR COMMON NAMES.
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CUCKOO RAY
Leucoraja naevus

Capsule length: 5-6 cm

www.eggcase.org Record your eggcase here!

Rostroraja alba

Dipturus batisRaja brachyura

Scyliorhinus canicula Galeus melastomus
Scyliorhinus stellaris

Raja montagui Raja undulataRaja asteriasRaja clavata Leucoraja naevus

rastlayabilirsiniz:

Raja polystigma

Raja miraletus

Dipturus oxyrinchus

Raja radula

www.mersea.orgwww.eggcase.org

HUEVOS DE TIBURONES 
Y RAYAS 

RAJA BRAMANTE
Rostroraja alba

Longitud de la cápsula: 13-15 cm
Atlántico Oriental y Mar Mediterráneo

RAYA BOCA DE ROSA
Raja brachyura

Longitud de la cápsula: 
10-12 cm

Atlántico Oriental y Mar 
Mediterráneo

PINTARROJA
Scyliorhinus canicula

Longitud de la cápsula: 5-7 cm
Atlántico Oriental y Mar Mediterráneo

PINTARROJA BOCANEGRA
Galeus melastomus

Longitud de la cápsula: 4.5-6.5 cm
Atlántico Oriental y Mar 

Mediterráneo

ALITÁN
Scyliorhinus stellaris

Longitud de la cápsula: 8-10 cm
Atlántico Oriental y Mar Mediterráneo

TIBURONES 

ESPAÑA
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RAYA PINTADA
Raja montagui

Longitud de la cápsula: 
5-6 cm

Atlántico Oriental y Mar 
Mediterráneo

RAYAS

RAYA MOSAICO
Raja undulata

Longitud de la cápsula: 
7-8 cm

Atlántico Oriental y Mar 
Mediterráneo

RAYA COLORADA
Raja microocellata

Longitud de la cápsula: 
7-8 cm

Atlántico Oriental

RAYA DE CLAVOS
Raja clavata

Longitud de la cápsula: 
6-7 cm

Atlántico Oriental y Mar 
Mediterráneo

RAYA SANTIAGUESA
Leucoraja naevus

Longitud de la cápsula: 
5-6 cm

Atlántico Oriental y Mar 
Mediterráneo

Otras especies ovíparas 
están presentes en 

las aguas atlánticas y 
mediterráneas de España, 

sin embargo, a medida 
que habitan en aguas 

más profundas, es menos 
probable que sus canales 
de huevos lleguen a tierra.

Estos incluyen:

OLAYO ATLÁNTICO
Galeus atlanticus

PINTARROJA ISLÁNDICA
Galeus murinus

QUIMERA OJÓN
Hydrolagus mirabilis

QUIMERA
Chimaera monstrosa

RAYA PICUDA
Dipturus oxyrinchus

RAYA FALSA VELA
Leucoraja circularis

RAYA CARDADORA
Leucoraja fullonica

RAYA DE MALTA
Leucoraja melitensis

Longitud de la cápsula: 4-4.5 cm
Mar Mediterráneo

www.sanamares.es
Registra los huevos que encuentres en  

www.eggcase.org
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RAYA MANCHADA
Raja polystigma

Longitud de la cápsula: 
5.5-7 cm

Mar Mediterráneo

RAYA ESTRELLADA
Raja asterias

Longitud de la cápsula:  
4-5.5 cm

Atlántico Oriental y Mar 
Mediterráneo

RAYA DE ESPEJOS
Raja miraletus

Longitud de la cápsula:  
4-5.5 cm

Atlántico Oriental y Mar 
Mediterráneo

RAYA ÁSPERA
Raja radula

Longitud de la cápsula: 
5-7 cm

Mar Mediterráneo


