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Common Thresher Shark
Alopias vulpinus
610cm. Seasonal.

 Basking Shark
Cetorhinus maximus
> 1000cm. Seasonal.

 Smallspotted Catshark
Scyliorhinus canicula
80cm. Resident. 

 Nursehound
Scyliorhinus stellaris
162cm. Resident. 

 Smooth Hammerhead
Sphyrna zygaena
400cm. Vagrant.

 Blue Shark
Prionace glauca
383cm. Seasonal 

 Starry Smoothhound
Mustelus asterias
150cm. Resident. 

 Common Smoothhound
Mustelus mustelus
160cm. Resident. 

 Isurus oxyrinchus
390cm. Seasonal. 

 Porbeagle Shark
Lamna nasus
300cm. Resident. 

 Sharpnose Sevengill Shark
Heptranchias perlo
♂ 100cm, ♀ 140cm.  Vagrant.

 Squalus acanthias
♂ 90cm, ♀ 120cm. Resident.

 Greenland Shark
Somniosus microcephalus
640cm. Resident.

 Dalatias licha
185cm. Resident.

 Bluntnose Sixgill Shark
Hexanchus griseus
482cm. Resident.

 Frilled Shark
Chlamydoselachus anguineus
♂ 200cm, ♀ 150cm. Vagrant.

 Angelshark
Squatina squatina
180cm. Resident.

 Tope
Galeorhinus galeus
175cm. Resident.

 Bramble Shark
Echinorhinus brucus
275cm. Vagrant.

CR

LC

NT

LC
LC

NT

NT

NT

VU

EN

NT

EN

EN

VU

EN

EN

CR

EN

VU

Extinct in the WildEW

Critically EndangeredCR

ExtinctEX

VulnerableVU

Near ThreatenedNT

EndangeredEN

Least ConcernLC

DD

Not EvaluatedNE

Discover the conservation status of each 
shark by looking at the symbol next to 
the species name. These assessments 
are specific to Europe wherever possible. 
Where data in Europe is deficient the 
Global assessment has been applied. 
All assessments are taken from the IUCN 
Red List of Threatened Species: 

www.iucnredlist.org

CONSERVATION STATUS

Together we can 
create a future where 
sharks thrive within 
a globally healthy 
marine ecosystem.

www.sharktrust.org

LOVE SHARKS? 
JOIN US!

™IUCN Red List of Threatened Species is a trade mark of IUCN

British waters are home to a diversity of sharks, some with outstanding traits!
BRITISH SHARKS

	 SPEED! The Shortfin Mako is the fastest shark in the sea, recorded swimming at bursts of 46 mph. 	
	 Their speed allows them to catch fast prey like tuna, bonito or swordfish.

	 SIZE! Second only to the Whale Shark, the iconic Basking Shark reaches lengths of up to 12m. 	
	 They can be seen at a number of hot spots around the British Isles during the summer.

	 DISTANCE! Each year, Blue Sharks make huge Trans-Atlantic migrations, visiting the British Isles 	
	 during the summer months.

	 TAIL LENGTH! The tail of the Common Thresher accounts for half the length of its entire body -  
	 on a 6m shark, that’s quite substantial! Threshers use their tail like a whip to stun their prey.

	 AGE! Research has shown that Greenland Sharks could live to around 400 years old, making  
	 them the longest-lived vertebrates on the planet.

	 DEPTH! The Portuguese Dogfish can be found at depths of 3,700m, making it the deepest-living 	
	 shark on record.

	 BRIGHTNESS! Some sharks, including the Velvet Belly Lanternshark, can glow in the dark - they 	
	 use bioluminescence to signal to other members of their species, avoid predators or attract prey.

https://www.iucnredlist.org/
https://www.sharktrust.org/

