A DECADE OF
PROGRESS FOR
BLUE SHARKS
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Launch of No Limits? Campaign
The Shark Trust commits to tackling unmanaged
shark fisheries with an initial focus on the Blue Shark.

Blue Shark listed as Critically Endangered with
numbers decreasing.

IUCN Red List: Global
Blue Shark listed as Near Threatened with
numbers decreasing.

Catch Limit Implemented

Blue Sharks catch limit implemented in the
North and South Atlantic but fail to allocate the
catch in the South.

CITES Listing
Blue Shark listed on Appendix Il of CITES, meaning
there should be a requirement for Blue Shark trade
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to be regulated.
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Future Action @
Ramping up the call for Blue Shark management in other sea areas.

The Shark Trust has been involved in the conservation of Blue Shark for
well over a decade now. In the wake of securing fins naturally attached
as best practice in Europe (2013), the Shark Trust launched its No Limits?
No Future Campaign to tackle the lack of any management for some of
the Atlantic's most heavily fished species, like Blue Shark.

The team, along with Shark League partners, have worked tirelessly over the last 10 years to
secure the science-based management that is essential for halting overfishing and providing
more opportunity for species recovery. But there is still more to do. Here is the story so far..

EU Finning Regulation
EU passes strengthened finning ban requiring all
sharks to be landed with Fins Naturally Attached.

ICCAT Stock Assessment

The assessment was uncertain but indicated that if
Blue Shark fisheries in the South Atlantic continued to
increase then their populations could be overfished.

CMS Proposal

Listing of Blue Sharks on Appendix Il adopted.
Encouraging international parties to work together
through global and regional agreements.

First Catch Limit Agreed

ICCAT Countries adopt the first international catch limit
for a shark species, the first step towards
science-based fisheries management for Blue Sharks.

Catch Limits Exceeded
ICCAT Parties fishing in the South Atlantic overrun the
catch limit two years in a row.

New Stock Assessment
ICCAT stock assessment of the Blue Shark populations
in the North and South Atlantic (results pending).

Coming up in 2023

Management advice will be provided for ICCAT Blue
Shark fisheries in North and South Atlantic.

Oct / Nov: The Shark League will advocate for
science-based management for Blue Sharks with

allocations (quotas) for individual fishing nations.

Nov: CITES Appendix Il trade regulations come into force.



